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Press Release ... Washington, D.C. ... August 25, 2009 ... For immediate release

William S. Cohen and Janet Langhart Cohen
to appear on Joe Madison Show August 28

Former Secretary of Defense William S. Cohen and Emmy-nominated journalist and playwright Janet Langhart
Cohen are the slated guests on the Joe Madison Show, Friday, August 28, 2009. The show will air on XM 169
The Power and 1450 WOL-AM at 9:30am EST. In what is sure to be a fascinating conversation focused on
social justice issues, the couple will discuss their acclaimed work on race and reconciliation, their just released
book, Race & Reconciliation in America, and Janet Langhart Cohen’s groundbreaking new play Anne &
Emmett.

Race and Reconciliation Conferences / Release of New Book

In order to further a national conversation about the need for truth, tolerance, and reconciliation and convinced
that America could benefit from a serious, open, civil dialogue on racial, ethnic, and religious prejudice, the
Cohen’s convened their first Race and Reconciliation in America conference, which was covered live by C-
Span and sponsored by the Gillman Foundation, at The National Press Club, in Washington, D.C on July 24 &
25, 2008. Their new book, Race and Reconciliation in America, a transcription of that conference, with editorial
comments by Secretary Cohen and Janet Langhart Cohen, has just been released.

Focused on education, law, economics, the media, and religion, the Cohen’s 2008 Race and Reconciliation in
America conference participants included leaders from all walks of life, including: Academy Award-winning
actor Louis Gossett, Jr.; best-selling authors Deepak Chopra, Richard North Patterson, Tom Allen and Tim
Wise; historian-educators Lonnie Bunch (founding director of the National Museum of African American History
and Culture); Ron Walters (Director of the African American Leadership Institute and Scholar Practitioner
Program at the University of Maryland) and Jay Winik (author of the acclaimed "The Great Upheaval");
journalists Sally Quinn and Marjorie Valbrun; radio host and syndicated columnist Armstrong Williams; religious
leaders Rabbi Avi Weiss, Rabbi Shmuel Herzfeld and Rev. Roger Hambrick; US District Court Judge Harold
Kennedy; sportswriter David Zirin; and Afghan veteran and former White House Fellow Westley Moore. Also
participating were civic and social innovators from across the United States, including Judith Mowry, who
heads the "Restorative Listening Project" in Portland, Ore.; Manchester, Mo., Police Chief John Connolly;
Peggy Mclntosh, founder and co-director of the National SEED (Seeking Educational Equity and Diversity)
Project on Inclusive Curriculum; and Joshua Packwood, who recently received national attention as the first
white valedictorian to graduate from the historically black, all-male Morehouse College in the school's 141-
year history.

Anne & Emmett Begins National Tour

Langhart Cohen’s play, Anne & Emmett, is based on an imaginary conversation between the world’s most
recognized Holocaust victim, fifteen year old Anne Frank, and a young black boy named Emmett Till, whose
murder at age fourteen (for whistling at a white woman) sparked the civil rights movement. Featuring prologue
narration by Academy Award-winning actor Morgan Freeman and an original score by sixteen year old musical
prodigy Joshua Coyne, Anne & Emmett premiered to a sold-out audience at George Washington University’s
Jack Morton Auditorium in Washington, D.C. on June 12, 2009. News of the play’s premiere was covered
nationally and internationally, and requests for performances are coming in from around the world. The
national tour of Anne & Emmett will begin with a trip to Martha’s Vineyard and a staged reading at The
Vineyard Playhouse on Monday, August 31, 2009.



About the Cohens

Known for his thoughtful insights, independent and ethical values, and ability to work across party and political
lines, William S. Cohen served as Secretary of Defense under President Bill Clinton. Prior to his appointment
as Secretary of Defense, Cohen served three terms in the U.S. Senate, as well as six years in the U.S. House
of Representatives, representing Maine’s 2™ congressional district. Recently, he was honored (along with
former Secretary of State Madeleine Albright) for his work on genocide prevention. Cohen currently heads The
Cohen Group, providing global business consulting services and advice on tactical and strategic opportunities
in virtually every world market. Secretary Cohen is a prolific author of eleven books, including works of fiction,
nonfiction, and poetry.

Janet Langhart Cohen is an Emmy nominated journalist, author, playwright and activist who dedicates her life
to issues of race and reconciliation. She is the author of From Rage to Reason: My Life in Two Americas. With
her husband, former Secretary of Defense, William S. Cohen, she co-authored Love in Black and White and
their new book Race & Reconciliation in America, a transcription of their acclaimed 2008 Race & Reconciliation
in America (RARIA) conference, a forum for people of goodwill, dedicated to the achievement of a more fair
and just society embodied in the American Dream. Langhart Cohen (along with Attorney General Eric Holder)
was recently invited to speak before the Senate Judiciary Committee on pending Hate Crimes Legislation.

The Cohens are currently planning their third annual Race & Reconciliation conference. Details and dates will
be announced soon.
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